A microscopic adenocarcinoma of the stomach with pulmonary tumor thrombotic microangiopathy in a 17-year-old male.
Pulmonary tumor thrombotic microangiopathy (PTTM), characterized by widespread fibrocellular intimal proliferation of the small pulmonary arteries and arterioles in patients with metastatic carcinomas, has been reported in only few cases. In childhood, gastrointestinal tumors represent less than 5% of pediatric neoplasms, and carcinomas within this subgroup have been very rarely described, in particular those arising in the stomach. We report on a case of a microscopic gastric signet-ring cell carcinoma identified by serial step sections through the entire stomach at autopsy. The patient was a 17-year-old high school student with severe dyspnea and marked pulmonary hypertension due to PTTM. Although the combination of PTTM with gastric cancer is very rare in childhood, it should be considered in the differential diagnosis of primary pulmonary hypertension and progressive respiratory failure, as indicated by a review of previously reported cases.